‘Encouraging each other, overflowing with hope.’

welcome back to school, we wish you all o very Happy New Year and hope You had an
enjoyable Christmas break! wWe do hope that Christmas was a thme of fun, relaxation and
quality family time. For us, we enjoyed spending time with our families and enjoying all
the Chiristimns festivities. We also spent some thme veading some new children's books that
we thought the children n school would enjoy. These books will be recommendled and
available to borvow from our classroom reading corners so yYou can continue reading for
pleasure. We will be continuiing to encournge the children to read and discuss books
(fictlon and non~fiction) regularly so that they understand the pleasure you can gain
from it. The Explorer s our next focus text n our Reading lessons and s written by the
fantastic Katherine Rundell.

Remember to regularly visit our class webpages to see the wonderful work we do each week
at https://www.stthomasacademy.co.uk/class-pages-1/ . information about our foc tn
different subjects as well as ‘Reading for Pleasure’ is also found here. Following
@StThomasBoston on X- formerly Twitter- will also leeep You wp to date with all the Latest
school information and @MrsSmItSET to follow Mrs Smith and all things related to
school and reading of coursel

Our Spring Term has intriguing Blg Questlons and learning. n History we will Learn
about the role Boston’s port has played in its past wealth - did you know that Boston was
second only to London in bmportance tn the 139 century? As part of this learning, we hope
to develop the children’s understanding of the legacy of the past in thelr own Locality by
taking them for a Historic Tour avound Boston - more details to follow! Our geographical
focus will be comparing a reglow of North America to the UK. We intend to explore human
features, types of settlement and Land use and economic activity including trade links.

After half-term our focus changes from Novth to South America - in this learning we

will focus upon trade and economy.



https://www.stthomasacademy.co.uk/class-pages-1/

Bikeability we would like to remind anyone who signed up for
Bikenbility that this will take place week commencing Monday
23rd March. Children taking part will need to bring thelr own
bike and helmet to school. If You have not yet signed up, please
visit the school office.
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Homework Ls Limportant and we expect every child to complete it and hawnd it in on thme. 1t
helps consolidate learning and build up Your child’s confidence. Homeworke will be set every,
Friday and should be completed ano handed in by wednesday the following week. i You
have any concerns with this, please see Your class teacher. The pmjec’cg that came tnto school
Last term, Linked to our learning about space, we quite Literally out of this world! well done
to everyone who completed some of the tasies and the support they recelved from parents and
carers at homee.

Spellings will be glven out on Friday and tested the following Friday. we advise children
use a Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check approach as set out on the spelling sheet. Other ways
to help children Learn include chanting the Letters, finding words within words, and
clreling the letter combinations they find tricky. This makes the learning more exciting
and wmemornble. As part of our teaching, we will have discussed ways of learning
particularly tricky words.

Tiwmes tables (n Year Five, we expect children to alveady know ALL of thelr
times tables. Please help Your child by practising with them (chant, practise
W Times & Owine games like Hit the Button, make them answer ten questions before
. they are allowed on thelr tablets...). if they do know them, brilliant - the next
step Ls to learn the associated division facts. Multiplication facts ave so
bmportant for further learming in maths, for example in our learning about
fractions.

Reading Books \We encourage all children to veao for pleasure and we don't want children
(or parewts!) to see it as a chore. However, reading is a basie Life skill that childven must
develop. If your child does not want to read at home, please speak to the Year 5 team for
SUPPOYE.

rReading Recorols must be tn school daily. This is the vecord we use to track the books they
choose, how many and how often they read. Therefore, it Ls very mportant that

You sign your child’s Reading Record every time You read with them or see them (N
read, please. 1t would be very helpful if you ask them gquestions to make sure they

have understood the text. Many children are saying the words but are unable to

answer questions about text, showing they have not taken tn the meaning.

Diversity class and Tolerance class are veading The Explorer by Katherine Rundell as
thelr class text. She has also written numerous other texts which may interest Your




children.
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PE KIT must be in school daily- we have PE on Thursdays, but we may take the
opportunity to get active at any time! Swimming will be every Wednesday until Easter.
Any jewellery, including earrings, must be removed, and long hair tied back please.

Mawny parents have asked how they can help thelr children Learn at home, so here are some
websites that provide practise in key skills. A great way of supporting your child’s
learning (and o fun one) is to play online games with them.

http://www.bbe.co.ulk/schools/ Age appropriate, subjeat speciﬁc actlvities, revision activities,

games, worksheets and experiments.

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspesublect=16 A great site for Maths games, perfect for
revision.

https://www.topmaries.co.ulk/maths-games/hit-the-button Hit the Button is a fun way of
practising times tables, please encournge Your chilodren to use this!

Plense do speak to any of the Year 5 team If You have ideas, questions or concerns about
your child. we are always interested in activities childven take part in outside of
school, so it would be Lovely to see any certificates or awards Your child receives.

Recommended Reads!
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Curriculum overview -Spring Term
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