‘Encouraging each other, overflowing with hope.’

welcome back to school, we wish you all o very Happy New Year and hope You had an
enjoyable Christmas break! wWe do hope that Christmas was a thme of fun, relaxation and
quality family time. For us, we enjoyed spending time with our families and enjoying all
the Chiristimns festivities. We also spent some thme veading some new children's books that
we thought the children n school would enjoy. These books will be recommendled and
available to borvow from our classroom reading corners so yYou can continue reading for
pleasure. We will be continuiing to encournge the children to read and discuss books
(fictlon and non~fiction) regularly so that they understand the pleasure you can gain
from it. The Explorer s our next focus text n our Reading lessons and s written by the
fantastic Katherine Rundell, who we saw speak earlier in Year 5 at The Englne Shed tn
Lineolin. We hope that this will bring the text more to Life for the pupils as they know some
of the adventures she went on as research for writing the book.

Remember to regularly visit our class webpages to see the wonderful work we do each week
at https://www.stthomasacademy.co.uk/class-pages-1/ . information about our focl in
different subjects as well as ‘Reading for Pleasure’ is also found here. Following
@StThomasBoston on X- formerly Twitter- will also Reep you up to date with all the Latest
school information anod @MrsSMIENSET to follow Mrs Smith and all things related to
school and reading of course!

Our Spring Term has intriguing BLg Questlons and learning. n History we will Learn
about the role Boston’s port has played in its past wealth - did you know that Boston was
second only to London in bmportance tn the 139 century? As part of this learning, we hope
to develop the children’s understanding of the legacy of the past in thelr own Locality by
taking them for a Historic Tour avound Boston - more details to follow! Our geographical
focus will be comparing a reglow of North America to the UK. We intend to explore human
features, types of settlement and Land use and economic activity including trade links.



https://www.stthomasacademy.co.uk/class-pages-1/

After half-term our focus changes from Novth to South America - in this learning we
will focus upon trade and economy.

Bikeabllity wWe would Like to remind anyone who signed up for
BiReability that this will take place week commencing 31

Helmet worn properly ,/’\
e

Mavch. Children taking part will need to bring their own bike and
helmeet to school. If You have not yet signed up, please visit the
school office.

Homework is Lmportant and we expect every child to complete it and hand it in on thme. 1t
helps consolidate Learning and butld up your child’s confidence. Homework will be set every
Friday and should be completed ano handed in by Wednesoay the following week. if you
have any concerns with this, please see Your class teacher. The projects that came into school
last term, Linked to our learning about space, we quite Literally out of this world! well done
to everyone who completed some of the tasies and the support they recelved form parents and
cavers at home.

Spellings will be glven out on Friday and tested the following Friday. we advise children
use a Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check approach as set out on the spelling sheet. Other ways
to help children Learn include chanting the Letters, finding words within words, anol
clreling the letter combinations they find tricky. This makes the learning more exciting
and wmemornble. As part of our teaching, we will have discussed ways of learning
particularly tricky words.

Tiwmes tables (n Year Flve, we expect chiloven to already kow ALL of thelr
thmes tables. Please help your chila b@ practising with them (chant, practise
L online games Like Hit the Button, make them answer ten questions before
'-{:Iﬂ’ltt’igﬁ 8 they ave allowed on their tablets...). if they do know them, brilliant - the next
’ step Ls to Llearn the associated division facts. Multiplication facts ave so
bmportant for further learming in maths, for example in our learning about

fractions.

Reading Books \We encourage all chiloven to vead for pleasure ano we don't want children
(or parvents!) to see it as a chove. However, reading is a basie Life siill that children must
develop. If your child does not want to vead at home, please speak to the Year 5 team for
SUPPOFt.

Reading Recorols must be tn school daily. This is the vecord we use to track the books they
choose, how many and how often they read. Therefore, it s very mportant that

You sign your childd’s Reading Record every time you read with them or see them €N
read, please. 1t would be very helpful if you ask them gquestions to make sure they

have understood the text. Many children are saying the words but are unable to

answer questions about text, showing they have not taken tn the meaning.




Diversity class and Tolerance class are veading The Explorer by Katherine Rundell as
thelr class text. She has also written numerous other texts which may interest your
chiloven.

e

Costa Award-winaing author of The Exploper.
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PE KIT must be in school daily- we have PE on Thursdays, but we may take the
opportunity to get active at any time! Swimming will be every Wednesday until Easter.
Any jewellery, including earrings, must be removed, and long hair tied back please.

Mawny parents have asked how they can help thelr childven Learn at home, so here are some
websites that provide practise in key skills. A great way of supporting your child’s
learning (and o fun one) is to play online games with them.

http://www.bbe.co.ulk/schools/ Age appropriate, subjeat speciﬁc actlvities, revision activities,
games, worksheets and experiments.

http://www topmarks.co.ul/Search.aspxeSublect =16 A great site for Maths games, perfect for
revision.

hittps://www topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button Hit the Button is a fun way of
practising thmes tables, please encourage your children to use this!

Plense do speak to any of the Year 5 team If you have ideas, questions or concerns about
your child. we are always interested in activities childven take part in outstde of
school, so it would be Lovely to see any certificates or awards Your child receives.

Recommended Reads!
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Curriculum overview -Spring Term

We will study the work of This term will focus on persuasive

Banksy and Rousseau writhng and emotive Language, This term revolves around
through leaflets and advertisements.
Spelling, punctuation, and grammar
continue to be a daily focus. We have
new Learning tn grammar to Look
artists were viewed and forwardl to - bullet polnts will be

treateol tn thelr Lifetimes. coming up soon!

\

this term, comparing their properties of materials, so means
some practical investigations!
rReversible and Lrreverstble
changes will be tested, as well as
dissolving and separating

substances.

palnting styles and the
ways their art and the

Comgutéwg

n Computing we will use
Crumble to design, write History
and debug programmes Studying the fascinating
and develop story of the Pilgrim Fathers
wnolerstanding of how and how Boston USA (s
algorithms work through How Lmportant were the docks conngeted to our own Boston
creating a character and . , leads to understanding how
navino i Lollow n Boston’s past? )

g it follo the docks played an bmportant

commanis. part in Bostow's past. We are

Looking forward to an
eE informative and exciting
We contbinue to learn about Historical Tour too.

the ‘big story’ as portrayed
by the frieze tn our Mathematics
classroome. The tnearnation
and the Salvation will be
considered Ln the context of
the question ‘What did Jesus
do to save human beings?’

I Mathematics, we will Learn to
caleulate perimeter and area, thew
how to muLtLpL@ wp to 4 digits bg
1- ov 2-digit numbers. For both
areas of Maths, times tables
knowledoe is vitall Children who
do not kewnow thelr tables really
struggle with this, please make
sure Your childven practise.

P.E.

Swinuming - will take place
every Wedwnesday and will focus
ow children learning to swim
25m confidently and how to
kReep themselves safe tn water.
ay mnastics- The children also
have the chance to limprove thelr
balance and strength as they

I practise gymnastics on
Thursdays.

we {ocus {wst on North
Awerien, the states of the
USA, thew cities and
Landmaries own the continent.
We move to South Ameriea tn

we will have a focus on
Fremeh towns this term,
learning about the
similavities and differences
between thelr towns and the

Term 4, focusing on tourism CTDA VIS
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and the different countries. towns we are used to here. ,\\ ‘ "\ f ) I\ \ ;,&
COURaGeOUS
PSHE do not be
This term our PSHE focuses on mental and physteal sa{etg ana

wellbeing. Sun-safety, medicines, vaccinations, and hygiene are L
coveredl. Next term we move on to how personal identities are formed. I he \{OUR GOD

is with yo

WHeReven
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