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“The LORD glves strength to his people; the LORD blesses his people with peace,’

(Psalm 29:11)

Welcome! We would Like to begin by taking this opportunity to welcome all of
our parents/carers to the first term at Sabnt Thomas' Primary Academy. we
hope You have had a fantastic summer and made Lots of memories with your
family and friends. we ave excited to officlally meet our new classes and
begin Lots of exciting learning. This is the beginning of their school journey
and we can't wait to see how the chiloven flourish and reach thelr full potential.

The Barly Years Team would Like to take this opportunity to thank all the Reception
pavents and carers for thelr cooperation and support during the start of this term. Wwe
appreciate the difficulties parents/cavers experience during the settling period, especially
with how different this year's transition has been during this uncertain time. We would
also Like to say a big ~well Done” to all the children who have settled in extremely
quickly. Thank you for all the parents that also managed to attend the parent transition

meetings, it was a pleasure to meet so many of You.

PE KIT must be b school on Thwsdag.
Jewellery must not be worn, this tncludes earrings,
Long halr must be tied back.

AlL PE kit and uniform must be Labelled with your child’s full name,

Reading Books - These need to be tn school datly, but will be changed on a Tuesday and a
Thursday. we ask that if a book has been rend that an adult sign inside the reading
Jowrnal so that we kinow anod change this book for you. The chilolren will bring home 2
reading books throughout this term. This will include a phonics-based

reading book, which will weateh the sounds that are taught tn school.

They will also bring home a story book with a sticker that

reaos “Reading for Pleasure” .
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These books are to be enjoyed at home with an adult reading the story to encournge
children to Listen to new vocabulary and explore a range of genres. Please ask your
children questions about what they have read to develop thelr comprehension skills and
Love for reading. Below are our “Top Tips™ for reading with Your child at home.

Top Tips for Reading with Your Child

Set astde some thme-Fino somewhere quiet without any distractions - turn off the
TV/radio/computer.

Ask Your child to choose a book-Sharing books they have chosen shows You care what they
think and that their opinion matters. This means they are more Likely to engnage with the
book.

Sit close together- Encowrnge Your child to hold the book themselves and/or turn the pages.
Polnt to the pictures -If there are tllustiations, velate them to something your child kinows.
Ask them to deseribe the chavacters or situation or what will happen next. Encourage them
to tell You the story by looking at the pictures.

Buncourage your child to talk about the book-Talking about the characters and their
dilemumas helps children understand relationships and ts an excellent way for You to get
to lknow each other or discuss difficult issues. Give your child plenty of time to respond.
Asle them what will happen next, how a chavacter might be feeling or how the book makes
them feel.

And Lastly, above all - make it fun! It doesnw't matter how you vead with a child, as long as
You both enjoy the thme together. Don't be afraid to use funny voices - chiloren Love this!

You can scan the QR codes below or use the links to fino more information about how You

can support Your child at home with thelr reading,.

www.readingrockets.org/avticle/tips-encouraging-kids-read

www.vevgweLL.com/a ctivities-to-encourage-pre-reading-621060
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Howeworlke — The chitldren this term will take howe the boolkelet: © My set 1

Speeot Sound Book ™. These booklets are to support the children with s”jss‘,:.;.‘as |
Boo!

learning thelr set 1 sounols anol practise the corvect letter formation. Each
dny, the children will Learn a new sound which they can practise at home.

Homework books will be sent home on Friday containing two pleces of

homeworle; one piece of Maths and one of Literney and must be returned by the following
Wednesday. Some homework tasks may be set using our online learning journal
Tapestry. More information about this will be sent this term. Some terms we may send
howe a homework project for the childven to complete over the term, however we will sendl

Lots of information regarding this nearer the thme.

Swnack thme - wWater bottles anol snacks should be Labelled where

appropriote, children will bring these into the classroom in the

morning and place them in a basket. Drinks should all be n a bottle

which has a sports Lid and theg are owtg allowed water tn these. we

would Likke to remino parents free swacks arve available to all children, however if You wish
to pack snack for Yyour child, we encourage healthy, to promeote a healthy and balanced
diet. wWe would prefer children to bring thelr snacks and water tnto the classroom tn the

morning so they can be easily accessed.

Other notices- Please remenber children neeol to be dropped off andl collected at the
Reception doors and the doors will be closed at &:50am i the morning. They will be
opened at 3:05pm in the afternoon. Children will only be dismissed to thelr parent/carers.
We ask that if somebody new is collecting that you Let the class teacher know and the
main office. Only adults 12 and over are able to collect childven from school.

Please do not allow your child to play in the Reception outdoor areas or climbing
equipment before or after school- please do not allow your children to stand on the table
tennls tables,

(f possible, please provide wellington boots (named) so your child can access our fantastic
outdoor area. Childven can also be sent tnto sehool with additional outdoor clothing if you

prefer, however we do have some all in one suits available that they can use.




Meet the Rﬁceptiow Team.:

Miss Kelly Mrs Shepherd Miss Lucas Mrs Fraser

RK Class Teacher RS Class Teacher RK Teaching RS Teaching

EYFsSa no KsS1 Asslstant Asslstant

Phase Leader

[ ]

Miss Brittain

Language Teaching Assistant

Our Curviculum: This year, there has been a change to the BYFS cwrriculum where the
framework has been veformed. These changes have been made to better support Your child’s

learning andl development. It also focuses on preparing the childven for the transition tnto
key stage one during the summer term.




Although some elements have stayed the same, the curviculum will still focus around the
seven areas of learning. These are:

Communication and Language

Personal, Soctal and Emotional Development

Phgs’wm Development

Literacy

Mathematics

tnderstanding the World erstanding

, , the World
Expressive Arts and Design

The chilolven will still learn through ptmg and adults
will focilitate their Learning through modelled play,
conversations and nteractions with other children. I

you would Like any information regarding the new framework, please speak to your
child’s class teacher.

what will we be learning about?

Your
Family!

Topic for Term 1: It's good to be me!

Our topie for this term is to flnd out about all of the
childven and thelr interests. The chiloven will learn e,
about families and the likes and dislikes of others.

They will also have the opportunity to explore the
Autumn season whilst settling nto school. ALl our

themes will focus around a story.

Dittany
R umpkin

THE °
RAINBOW FISH

Tople for Term 2: It's good to be You!

This term we will be learning about others and why it is
bportant to be spectal and unique but also be tolerant
anol accepting of others. During this term, the children

will also explove different celebrations including
Christmas.




The structure of our day at school:

During Term 1 and 2 the day will consist of very short, sharp bursts of whole class, adult-
Led Learning time as well as independent and adult-directed choosing and small
group/1:1 adult Led activities. Behaviour anol routines will alsp be a focus this term, as we
WLl be encouraging childven to sit on the carpet with thelr legs crossed and take part tn
lots of listening and attention activities. We appreciate all the

parents support with this, as it will ensure all children progress

effectively with thelr learning. Self-regulation will be a

continuous focus throughout the year to develop the children’s

understanding of thelr emotions but also support them to

concentrate on thelr thinking, focus thelr attention and develop thelr Language and
voeabulary to help gulide their actions and plans.

Reception Baseling Assessment-

This year all chilodren tn Reception will take part in the EYFS Baseline Assessiment,
which Ls a new statutory Government assessment. All assessments will be administered
throughout the first & weeks and in a child friendly way by a familiar adult. ALl
chilolven Will take part in a vange of practical activities and although it is an assessment,
You do not need to be concerned about this. if Yyou have any questions about the
assessment, please speak to your child’s class teacher.

Thawnk you for your support. If You wish to ask any questions to any menmber of our

Early Years Team, please feel free to ask.

MLsS KaLLg and Mrs Shepherd.

Please keep up to date following us on twitter and our class pages on the website.
@MissK_GOfed

@Mrskshepherd

@infintyAcad @StThomasBoston




