
   Autumn Term   

      in Year 1  
 

Welcome back, we really hope that everybody had a lovely summer! In class 

we have enjoyed listening to your child telling us all about the exciting 

activities that they haven been taking part in over the long break. 

We are very impressed and proud of the children for how well they have 
already settled back into school life and into Year One. Please be assured that 

the whole Key Stage One Team are working together to ensure that the 

transition from Reception to Year One is an enjoyable and fun learning 

experience for your child. The school’s website will regularly be updated with 

pictures of the children enjoying their school day, along with any important 

messages. 

This term, the children will be exploring ‘Big Questions’ in every non-core 

subject to enable them to apply their learning in different concepts. Our big 

questions are:  

History – How have toys changed over time?  

Computing – Can technology improve our world? Why do we need rules?  

PE – How does your body move during different exercises? How can you be a 
good communicator?  

Science – What materials can be recycled? How can I identify a variety of 
materials based on their properties?  

Art – What is form?  

PSHE – Are all families the same?  

RE – What do Christians believe God is like?  

Music – Does the pitch and tempo matter?  
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Follow us on Twitter to 

keep up to date. 
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Reading Books – These need to be in school daily. Your child will receive 2 

reading books a week, one will be matched to your child’s phonetic ability and 

the second will be a novel for parents to read with the child. Phonics book will be 

changed every Tuesday and Thursday.  Reading for pleasure books will be changed every 

Friday. Please try and read daily with your child as this has a significant impact on 

their reading progress. If you would like any support or tips regarding reading and/or 

phonics to use at home to support your child, please let us know - we will happily help in 

any way we can!  

Oxford Owl – The children all now have a login for the Oxford Owl website, which includes 

a phonics reading book from the E-Library and a quiz linked to the story. This will be set 

weekly so please support your child with completing this. Their login for this is in their 

Reading Record. 

Reading for Pleasure at home: Here a selection of books that we recommend reading at 

home with your child in relation to our units this term:  

 

 

 

 

Spellings – These will be set on a Friday and tested on the following Friday. 

We advise they use a Look, Cover, Check approach mixed in with chanting as 

this makes it more exciting. The words we will be learning this term are a 

mix of key subject vocabulary, the year 1 common exception words and 

words which fit with the spelling patterns year 1 need to be familiar with. Homework - 

Homework is important and we will expect it to be completed and handed in on time.  It 

helps consolidate learning and build up your child’s confidence. This term it will be 

weekly Phonics and Maths activities to help consolidate your child’s learning. These will 

be given out inside homework books on a Friday and to be completed and handed in on the 

following Wednesday. 

House Points - At St Thomas’ we love to reward the children for their hard work and effort 

and they have many opportunities to earn house points! This can be from home and into 

school so please support them as much as you can by encouraging them to complete 

homework, read at home and demonstrate exemplary behaviour at school. 

PE- A quick reminder that earrings need to be removed or covered on P.E days 

(in line with the school’s policy). This term PE is on a Tuesday and 

Thursday. 
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 Term 1 in Year 1 



E-Safety 

Safety is very important to us and your children, so they will be learning how to keep 

themselves safe throughout the curriculum, through our safety days and curriculum 

weeks. The internet is such an amazing resource, but children must know how to use it 

safely. We ask for your support with teaching your child to use websites and apps safely 

at home too. E-safety is discussed in every lesson. If you have any questions please ask a 

member of the year 1 team.  

Useful Websites:  

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection  

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=Year%201%20maths  

https://kidstyping.weebly.com/  

https://www.edshed.com/en-gb/login  

Meet the Year 1 Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are so excited to continue to inspire and support your 

children in reaching their potential this year with your 

valued support across the curriculum. If you ever have ideas, 

questions or concerns over your child, please do speak to us. 

Miss Doran – Class Kindness                                              

Mrs Tiwari – Class Gentleness 
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